31ST Sunday in Ordinary Time (02/11/2025)
ALL SOULS DAY 
Theme: “Let us pray for all beloved departed; let us live in hope”

Readings:
1st reading: Wisdom 3:1-9
2nd reading: Rom 5:5-11
Gospel: Mt 25:1-13

INTRODUCTION: 
Loving brothers and sisters, as followers of Christ and fellow pilgrims on this journey of faith, we must always keep our sight fixed on heavenly happiness. The reason is that the end of our earthly journey leads us to our heavenly home — the house of our Father.
Today, we remember the souls who once journeyed with us as pilgrims on earth but who now rest in the heavenly dwelling of our Father. As we pray for them, we recall that they have completed their earthly journey and have gone before us to the Father’s house to receive the reward He has prepared for them.
Let us raise our prayers for these souls, for our Heavenly Father loves them even more deeply than we do. May we keep this truth ever in our hearts and minds — that with the same love by which the Father calls each of us from this world to be with Him, He has also called them home. May the Lord, in His mercy, grant them eternal rest and the peace they long for.
Let us now begin this Eucharistic celebration with faith and hope, praying for their souls and trusting in God’s everlasting love.

PENITENTIAL RITE:
Loving Jesus, above all, You have given us the Father’s love in many different ways. God loves us deeply and takes care of us. You have shown us that people often fall into trouble and are surrounded by pain and darkness. Yet, You reveal God’s love and become a ray of hope for them, even when sadness tries to destroy that hope. There are moments when our lives feel like waves in a stormy sea—tossed about without an anchor of hope. Forgive us, Lord. 
Lord Have mercy, 
Christ Have mercy, 
Lord Have mercy.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL:
Let our response be: Lord, graciously hear us!
1. For the leaders of the Church, together with the congregation — that as we journey together on our earthly pilgrimage, we may walk in hope and strength. May the Lord guide, motivate, and strengthen them in their mission. Let us pray to the Lord.
2. For our government leaders — that they may frame policies which uphold the dignity of every human life and eliminate anything that endangers it. Let us pray to the Lord.
3. For ourselves, living in this world — that we may let go of false attitudes, live in unity and togetherness, and faithfully continue the mission of Jesus. Let us pray to the Lord.
4. For our departed brothers and sisters — that the hope they held in life may now be fulfilled in the peace of God’s eternal kingdom. May they rest in peace. Let us pray to the Lord.
5. For today’s liturgy animated by _______________________________________________; that they may live by word and example, and be witnesses of Christ and bearers of hope that never disappoint. Let us pray to the Lord.

